
 

 

MIDGET AND SPRITE CLUB LTD 

AGM MEETING 8TH OCTOBER 2017 

Location: Shuttleworth Collection, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire 

Time: 2:00pm 

Present: David King, Mark Hall, Gary Lazarus, Glyn Polly, Stuart Watson, Alan Anstead, Richard 
Wharmby 

Apologies: Neil Thomas, Alan Pritchett 

 

Members Present 

19 members were present for the AGM 

 
Apologies Received 

2 apologies received  

 

1.0 Previous Minutes 

The minutes from the AGM at Gaydon were presented for all to read. 
 
The committee were asked to introduce themselves. 
 
There were no matters arsing from the previous minutes. 
 
2.0 Committee Reports 

a) Chairman's Report 
Chairman Mark Hall summarised the state of the club over the last 12 months: 
 
The club is in good health, membership is growing and we are financially stable. The chairman is 
confident in the strength of the club and thanked the committee, area reps and those who 
volunteer to help for the contribution to making the club the success it is. Special thanks goes to 
outgoing editor Gary Lazarus for his 9 year editorship, Neil Thomas is taking on the role of editor 
and the Chairman is confident that Neil will continue to take MASCOT forward. 
 
The Chairman thanked Stuart Watson for his contribution dealing with membership and 
recognised that this role is one of the busiest on the committee especially as the membership 
grows. 
 
The Chairman also thanked David King as treasurer for managing the finances of the club and 
reminded those present that the club is a not for profit organisation and the committee are happy 
to consider any requests for expenditure from the areas for the benefit of members. 
 
The Chairman also thanked the other committee members - Alan Anstead for liaising with the 
area reps and for being one of the biggest contributors to MASCOT, Richard Wharmby for 
maintaining, monitoring and running the clubs Facebook page and Alan Pritchett for his 
organisation of the NEC shows where the club regularly pulls in more members than any other 
occasion. 
 
The Chairman also wanted to remember Jim Willis who sadly passed away earlier on in the year, 
Jim had been the club secretary since 2010 and the club benefited from his enthusiasm and 
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knowledge organising the clubs various insurances. The committee will miss both Jim and his 
wife Rosie who also passed away recently. 
 
The Chairman wanted to thank Glyn Polly who has agreed to take on the role of Secretary and 
will also be a Director of the club. 
 
Lastly the Chairman wanted to acknowledge Mike Bennett who was not on the committee but 
who manages and holds the web site for the club. 
 
The year ahead is another important one with the clubs second National Event coinciding with the 
60th anniversary of the Sprite and the clubs 35th year. The committee also wants to further 
support the area reps to help develop their areas. 
 
And, finally the club is in a good state and the Chairman is happy with the running of the club and 
the contribution of the committee. 
 
b) Treasurers Report 
David King presented the club's annual report: 
 
The club accounts have been signed off and are available on Company House website. 
 
Income increases along with the increase in membership, the next largest income is from 
advertisers in MASCOT. The largest expenditure is MASCOT printing which rises also in line with 
the increase in membership, with the second highest expenditure being postage costs for 
MASCOT. These expenses are followed by subs-fees - those fees organisations charge us for 
collecting and processing monies from membership subscriptions and then company expenses 
which was the high cost of hiring a room for the 2016 AGM at Donnington Park. 
 
The balance sheet is healthy with £34,893 cash in the bank with free reserves of £23,000, £3,000 
of which is allocated by the committee as emergency reserve. The committee are planning the 
next large expenditure of £3,000 - £4,000 on event shelters for the areas who have requested 
them. 
 
Question from the Floor (QFF): Regalia - could we consider a golf brolley with the club logo on it? 
Answer: This is something the committee can take away and investigate 
 
c) Editors Report 
Gary Lazarus acknowledged that he was now the outgoing editor and had been doing the role for 
9 years and had edited 120 magazine editions. Gary has enjoyed the role and as a result had 
had the privilege to meet some very interesting people both as part of the club and outside of the 
club, the role had the benefits of entering shows for free and being invited to a variety of events. 
Gary has found the role time consuming  but very rewarding. 
 
Neil Thomas is now taking over the role of editor and Gary will support him and will be available 
to help. 
 
Bill Mohan wanted to thank Gary - Gary saved the club, Barry just walked away and Gary 
stepped in and took over the magazine. 
 
d) Members Report 
Stuart Watson presented the club's membership report. 
 
Membership continues to grow and now stands at 1020. There have been 60 new members 
since the last AGM. Most new members join at car shows and then from the internet. Retention of 
members currently stands at 85%. 
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Since the Direct Debit scheme has been introduced 230 members (23%) have rejoined via this 
method. Members who pay by DD enjoy a £1 discount, the committee have agreed that this 
discount will be increased to £2 which passes on the savings made by this method of payment to 
the member. 
 
3.0 AOB 

a) National MASC and Sprite 60th Anniversary Weekend 2018 
After the success of the last National Weekend in 2016 the club will be holding another during 
2018 to jointly celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Sprite and the clubs 35th year. 
 
Stuart Watson outlined the arrangements to date. The weekend 24th - 26th August 2018 has 
been booked with the venue Wroxhall Abbey Hotel in Warwickshire. Initial arrangements are: 
 

 Friday 24th arrival - afternoon tea, evening barbeque 

 Saturday 25th - club run (to be planned), gala dinner for 120 with entertainment 

 Sunday 26th - 60th anniversary extravaganza in hotel ground with marquee entertainment 
 
All ideas are welcome. 
 
QFF: If the hotel is fully booked are other local places available. 
Answer: the hotel has 72 rooms and there are other hotels in the locality. However, if you are in 
one of these it is unlikely that you will be able to attend the gala dinner due to limit space. 
 
QFF: Will the MASC be inviting other clubs to attend 
Answer: Yes that is the plan for Sunday 
 
The committee completed their presentations and the opened the meeting up for any questions 
from members: 
 
QFF: Could a plaque be provided to the areas to put up in the pubs the areas meet to advertise 
that the club uses the venue. 
Answer: Yes this certainly something the committee can investigate. 
QFF: 27/28/29 July 2018 the Austin Healey club in Holland are holding a Sprite 60th Anniversary 
weekend. 
Answer: Please email the details to the editor and he can include this information in MASCOT 
 
QFF: One member had issues getting back his age related plate from the DVLA, the DVLA stated 
that the car has to be inspected to verify its provenance to confirm the details are correct, the 
question was - is this something the club can do 
Answer: Yes Terry Horler normally provides this support and he should be contacted. The club 
has a process for handling DVLA queries and will support members with handling the DVLA. 
 
QFF: Details of the rolling 40year old vehicular MOT exemption will this be in the magazine 
Answer: The editor can print something if there is an article available, it may be possible to 
include the FBHVC information on this. 
 
There was much discussion on the proposed changes to the MOT and declaring cars of historic 
importance. All expressed concern on the MOT proposals and what will class a vehicle as 
substantially modified and the use of Q plates. This change is still being digested and the club 
have to look to and take guidance from the FBHVC. 
 
QFF: Poor quality of spare parts continues to be an issue, could the committee help indorse 
complaints to suppliers on poor parts. 
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Answer: This has been discussed before, the committee cannot get involved with complaints to 
suppliers and individuals should complain to the companies involved and use Trading Standards 
if necessary. 
 
The Meeting closed at 15:40 

 

Glyn Polly 

Secretary 


